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20 and 30 per cent of those attending the 

school were women, primarily teachers taking 

classes around their day jobs and passing 

their knowledge on to the city’s children. This 

inclusivity laid the foundations for Aston’s 

long-standing ethos: that education should 

be a vehicle for social mobility and personal 

growth, not a privilege reserved for a few.

A generation later, the Second World War 

had scarred Birmingham. The reconstruction 

of the city and its economy demanded newly-

skilled professionals in science, engineering 

and design, the key disciplines served by the 

school. 
BMTS had evolved steadily through 

the first half of the 20th century, adapting 

to students’ and the city’s needs. Three 

name changes (to the Birmingham Central 

Technical College in 1927, the College of 

Technology Birmingham in 1951 and the 

   
Birmingham Municipal  

Technical School 

This photograph of the 

BTMS’s Suffolk Street building 

was taken during the First 

World War when it was used 

as a recruiting office.

  
Machining workshop

A machining workshop in the 

Suffolk Street building, c.1916.
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Staff restaurantThe staff restaurant in the Aston University Main Building, c. 1960s.

  
Refectory
Aston University refectory,  c. 1960s.

   
Paternoster lift 
Although it has now been out of use for many years due to health and safety concerns, the iconic paternoster lift in the Aston University Main Building is still in place and can be seen through a glass panel on the fourth floor of the South Wing. 

   
Paternoster lift Part of the lift’s hidden mechanism.

The building was then one of Europe’s largest free-standing brick buildings and its ambition, seen in the reliefs celebrating academic disciplines, the paternoster lift, and the striking bronze doors, matched the energy of the chapter to come. The official opening and 

the Queen’s visit became important symbols for the city and region, both of post-war recovery and the central role higher education would play in the next chapter of British life.The Student Union Newspaper, The SUN launched in 1947, became a lively outlet for 
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Aston University is currently 

ranked among the top 5 per cent of 

universities globally (according to 

the QS World University Rankings 

2026) and is second in the UK for 

social mobility (according to the 

Higher Education Policy Institute 

2024).
The university currently has approximately 

19,000 full-time students, more than 74 per 

cent of whom are undergraduates while 

around 26 per cent are postgraduates. 

Aston welcomes students from more than 

100 countries across the world every year and 

around 50 per cent of our undergraduates 

come from the local region. Following 

graduation, 40 to 50 per cent remain in the 

West Midlands, bolstering skills levels in the 

area and boosting the local economy.

The 2026 Guardian University Guide 

reports that more than 80 per cent of 

graduates are in professional roles or are 

furthering their education 15 months after 

their studies, and Aston ranks among the top 

20 universities in the UK for salaries three 

years after graduation (according to 2025 

Longitudinal Education Outcomes). 

  
Coffee Tuk-Tuk

A vibrant feature and coffee 

stop currently residing currently 

residing in the Main Building 

foyer.

   
The Students’ Union

The modern Students’ Union 

is a hub for social events and 

a base supporting student 

welfare and societies.
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Aston University’s story is one of 

bold ambition, innovation and a 

deep connection to the city it calls 

home: Birmingham. 

It has been 60 years since we received 

our Royal Charter in 1966 and became a 

university, and more than 130 years since 

our beginnings in 1895 as the Birmingham 

Municipal Technical School. It is a moment 

to celebrate not only our history, but the 

enduring spirit that has always defined Aston.

Our civic roots are inseparable from 

the story of Birmingham, a city built on 

enterprise, ingenuity, and hard work. From 

the outset, Aston has embodied the same 

entrepreneurial drive, having been created 

to serve a fast-changing society as the first 

industrial revolution reshaped the Midlands 

and the British economy. Teaching chemistry, 

pharmacy, physics, and metallurgy in those 

early years, we forged a mission that still 

guides us today: to turn learning into action 

and knowledge into impact.

Aston has always been a university for 

businesses and the professions, a university 

that makes things happen. Our degrees 

equip students to create meaningful change. 

Our researchers shape new industries and 

solutions for society. Our partnerships with 

  
Adrian Cadbury Building

The Students’ Union building 

is named after Adrian Cadbury 

who was chancellor of the 

university for 25 years. 

The College of Advanced 

Technology’s Guild of Students’ 

was the first of its kind in 

the country and the Aston 

University Students’ Union 

continues its legacy of strong 

student representation.
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Future Vehicle Technologies Autonomous cars produced by MSc students in the future vehicles technologies course.
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WHERE TO BUY:
• �www.positivelybirmingham.co.uk  

Click on ‘shop’ and use discount code: 
ASTON10 for 10% off and free P&P

• Local bookshops and online retailers


